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the food and drinks we serve our families
this Independence Day and every day are
safe.

Our food supply is the most bountiful and
the safest in the world, but we know we can
do better. For nearly 6 years I’ve worked
hard to put in place a modern food safety
system for the 21st century. I signed into law
legislation to keep harmful pesticides off our
fruits and vegetables. We put in place strong
protections to ensure that seafood is safe, and
we’re modernizing our meat and poultry
safety system.

Last year we launched a nationwide early
warning system to catch outbreaks of food-
borne illnesses sooner and prevent them
from happening in the first place. But as
much as we’ve done, we know we have to
do more to keep our families safe and strong.
We know older people and children are espe-
cially vulnerable to contaminated food. That
lesson was driven home tragically last year,
when apple juice contaminated with a deadly
strain of E. coli caused the death of a 16-
month-old child in Washington State and led
to the hospitalization of more than a dozen
other children.

Today we’re taking two important steps to
ensure that our food supply is as safe as we
can make it. First, I am pleased to announce
a new rule that requires warning labels on
all packaged juice that has not been pasteur-
ized or processed to kill harmful bacteria.
These warnings will help families make bet-
ter decisions about the juice they buy, and
they will help us to prevent thousands of
Americans from becoming ill every year.

Second, I’m directing the Department of
Health and Human Services and the Depart-
ment of Agriculture to report back to me
within 90 days with a plan to create a new
national institute for food safety research.
This institute will join the resources of the
public and private sectors and bring together
the talents of the most esteemed scientists
in the government, in universities, and in
businesses to develop cutting edge tech-
niques to keep our food safe.

I’m doing what I can to protect our fami-
lies from contaminated food. Congress must
also do its part to ensure the safety of Ameri-
ca’s food supply. First and most important,
it should fully fund my comprehensive $101

million food safety initiative. Among other
important programs, this initiative will pay
for 225 new food and drug administrators,
inspectors, and employees—people who can
keep unsafe food away from our borders, out
of our stores, and off our dining room tables.

Congress should also give the FDA greater
authority to halt imports of fruits, vegetables,
and other food products that are produced
under safety conditions that simply do not
match our own strict standards. It should give
the U.S. Department of Agriculture new au-
thority to impose tough fines on businesses
who violate those standards and to issue man-
datory recalls of unsafe meat and poultry be-
fore they reach our table; and it should con-
firm a respected, experienced scientist, Dr.
Jane Henney, to lead our food safety efforts
as Commissioner of FDA.

Food can never be made entirely safe;
therefore, every parent also has a responsibil-
ity—a responsibility to handle food carefully,
especially during the summer. Meanwhile,
we must do everything we can to protect the
food Americans eat and to give our families
the peace of mind they deserve. That’s one
important way on this Fourth of July we can
resolve to keep our Nation strong as we move
into the 21st century.

Happy Independence Day, Americans,
and thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:18 a.m. on
July 3 in the Grand Hyatt Hotel Hong Kong SAR,
China for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on July
4. This transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 3 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to President Jiang
Zemin of China, and Jane E. Henney, Food and
Drug Administration Commissioner-designate.

Remarks on Medicare and the
Legislative Agenda and an Exchange
With Reporters
July 6, 1998

Good morning. I’m delighted to be here
with Secretary Shalala, Mr. Apfel, and Ron
Pollack to make an announcement today. Let
me first, by way of introduction, say, as all
of you know, the First Lady and I just re-
turned this weekend from our trip to China.
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It was a trip that advanced America’s inter-
ests and values in a secure, stable, and in-
creasingly open China by achieving solid
progress in a number of areas and an honest,
unprecedentedly open discussion with both
Chinese leaders and the Chinese people.

We’ve come back to America at a critical
time. We’re exactly halfway through the
Major League Baseball season, but we’re al-
ready in the ninth inning of this congressional
session. We have to use wisely the remaining
38 working days to make a season of progress.

With an economy the strongest in a gen-
eration and our social fabric strengthening,
it is, as I have said repeatedly, extremely
tempting for all of us to kick back and soak
in the good times. But that would be wrong.
There are still enormous challenges and op-
portunities facing the United States on the
edge of the 21st century. We must make this
a moment of opportunity, not missed oppor-
tunity.

First, we have to advance the economic
strategy that has brought so much oppor-
tunity to so many Americans. In the coming
weeks, I will insist that the House join me
and the Senate in reserving the surplus until
we save Social Security first. We should fulfill
our obligation to American’s children, with
smaller class sizes, modernized schools, high-
er standards, more Head Start opportunities,
more reading help for third graders, more
access to college.

We should strengthen the International
Monetary Fund because our prosperity de-
pends upon the stability of our trading part-
ners in Asia and around the world. We should
press forward with our reform of Govern-
ment by passing IRS reform to guard against
abuses and extend taxpayers’ rights, and
through bipartisan campaign finance reform.

And we must further strengthen families
and communities across our country with a
juvenile crime bill that uses prosecutors and
probation officers to crack down on gangs,
guns, and drugs, and bars violent juveniles
from buying guns for life; with comprehen-
sive tobacco legislation; and with the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights that says critical medical
decisions can only be made by doctors, not
insurance company accountants.

There is much to do in these remaining
38 days. Congress has a choice to make in

writing this chapter of our history. It can
choose partisanship, or it can choose
progress. Congress must decide.

I stand ready to work with lawmakers of
good faith in both parties, as I have for 51⁄2
years, to move our Nation forward. And I
have a continuing obligation to act, to use
the authority of the presidency and the per-
suasive power of the podium to advance
America’s interest at home and abroad. No-
where is that need greater than our mission
to provide quality health care for every
American, especially the elderly.

Last year’s bipartisan balanced budget
agreement gave seniors and people with dis-
abilities new help to pay their Medicare pre-
miums. This was the right thing to do. Yet
a new study released today by Mr. Pollack’s
Families USA shows that over 3 million of
the hardest-pressed Medicare beneficiaries
still do not receive the help to which they
are due.

I want to thank Ron Pollack for his con-
tinuing excellent work for accessible and
quality care for all Americans, and for con-
tinuing to point out the problems in achiev-
ing that goal.

Today I am launching a national effort to
educate every single Medicare recipient
about this opportunity, using the mail, Medi-
care and Social Security notices, case work-
ers, field offices, working with State govern-
ments, and using the Internet. Through this
effort, hundreds of thousands of older and
disabled low-income Americans will receive
more affordable health care without any new
congressional action. This is a duty we owe
our parents and our fellow citizens, and we
should honor it. It’s the right thing to do.

I want to thank Secretary Shalala and Mr.
Apfel for working out the details of this out-
reach. We look forward to signing up people
and getting them on the Medicare rolls as
quickly as possible.

This is a moment of opportunity. We have
to use it decisively. We can do so, and if we
do we will strengthen our Nation. Again I
say, we have to choose progress over par-
tisanship.

Thank you.
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Fast-Track Trading Authority
Q. Speaker Gingrich said that he may

bring up fast-track legislation again this fall.
Are you planning an aggressive push for fast
track this year?

The President. Well, I don’t know that
anything has changed in terms of the votes.
I would like to see the Africa trade bill, which
did pass the House, and the Caribbean Basin
Initiative, which I understand has been
modified in the Senate, so it may pass, pass.
You know I’m strongly for fast track, but if
there is no reason to believe we can pass it,
it would be a mistake to keep the other initia-
tives from passing which would do a great
deal of good for the United States and for
the countries in our neighborhood and in Af-
rica.

Health Maintenance Organizations
Q. Mr. President, in 12 States big HMO’s

have dropped Medicaid coverage altogether.
In at least 12 states, major HMO’s have
dropped Medicaid——

President Clinton. Yes, I read that story
in the morning paper, and I was very con-
cerned about it. And before I came out here,
I talked to Secretary Shalala about it. She
says that in some States, there is contrary
evidence, so I have asked her to look at all
50 States, get all the facts, report back to
me as soon as possible, and then we’ll let
you know what we find out as quickly as we
can. It was a very disturbing story, but we
want to get all the facts, and then we’ll make
them available to you.

Thank you.

Death of Roy Rogers
Q. Your thoughts on Roy Rogers?
President Clinton. I would like to say

something about Roy Rogers because he was,
as you know, most prominent in my child-
hood. I think it was from the midforties to
the midfifties when he was the number one
Western star. And like most people my age,
I grew up on Roy Rogers, Dale Evans, and
Trigger, and Gabby Hayes. I really appre-
ciate what he stood for, the movies he made,
and the kind of values they embodied, and
the good-natured spirit that he exhibited all
the way up until his last interviews, not so
very long ago.

And my thoughts are with his family and
his many friends, but today there will be a
lot of sad and grateful Americans, especially
of my generation, because of his career.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ronald F. Pollack, vice president
and executive director, Families USA; Roy Rog-
ers’ wife, actress Dale Evans; and actor George
(Gabby) Hayes.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on the National
Emergency With Respect to Libya
July 6, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby report to the Congress on the de-

velopments since my last report of January
13, 1998, concerning the national emergency
with respect to Libya that was declared in
Executive Order 12543 of January 7, 1986.
This report is submitted pursuant to section
401(c) of the National Emergencies Act, 50
U.S.C. 1641(c); section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); and section
505(c) of the International Security and De-
velopment Cooperation Act of 1985, 22
U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c).

1. On January 2, 1998, I renewed for an-
other year the national emergency with re-
spect to Libya pursuant to IEEPA. This re-
newal extended the current comprehensive
financial and trade embargo against Libya in
effect since 1986. Under these sanctions, vir-
tually all trade with Libya is prohibited, and
all assets owned or controlled by the Libyan
government in the United States or in the
possession or control of U.S. persons are
blocked.

2. There have been no amendments to the
Libyan Sanctions Regulations, 31 C.F.R. Part
550 (the ‘‘Regulations’’), administered by the
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of
the Department of the Treasury, since my
last report of January 13, 1998.

3. During the reporting period, OFAC re-
viewed numerous applications for licenses to
authorize transactions under the Regulations.
Consistent with OFAC’s ongoing scrutiny of
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